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Armenia has been well known for wine 
producti on for many centuries. During 

Soviet ti mes, in 1980s Armenia annually pro-
cessed more than two hundred thousand tons 
of grapes. The industry was parti cularly special-
ized in wine, brandy and sparkling wine making. 
Nearly 25% of brandy produced in the Soviet 
Union was made in Armenia. In early 1990s, 
aft er the collapse of the Soviet Union, the in-
dustry as a whole collapsed and producti on 
volumes declined sharply. Wine industry also 
shrank dramati cally. During late 90s and early 
2000s the sector started to grow slowly. How-
ever, the main driver of the sector was mainly 
brandy producti on. During recent years the vol-
umes of wine producti on also started to recov-
er. Recognizing the importance of the sector for 
the country’s economy, Government of Arme-
nia incorporated improvement of winemaking 
industry within the Development Strategy for 
2015-2025. 

Responding to the need for wine sector de-
velopment in Armenia, Center for Agribusiness 
and Rural Development (CARD) Foundati on to-
gether with a world leading Culture producti on 
company, Chr. Hansen, Denmark, conducted a 

seminar on “Controlled Fermentati on Process-
es in Winemaking” for Armenian winemakers.

Over 11 winemakers parti cipated in the semi-
nar and had a chance to be involved in dynamic 
discussion on the importance of the right fer-
mentati on process which is indispensable for 
high quality wine producti on and is very oft en 
underplayed by local winemakers. The fermen-
tati on is mostly controlled through tempera-
ture which is not reliable and stable method 
and oft en cause wine defects.

Wine expert Mr. Dejan Ristov from Chr. Hansen 
introduced the process of controlled alcoholic 
and malolacti c fermentati ons in winemaking as 
the risk of stuck fermentati on and the devel-
opment of several wine faults can be occurred 
during this stage. 

To improve wine producti on practi ces and 
quality of the fi nal products CARD expert Ar-
man Khojoyan and Chr. Hansen winemaker 
Dejan Ristov visited a number of local wineries  
and consulted on the  right fermentati on tech-
niques which will further contribute to the fur-
ther success of local winemaking.

On May, 2015, CARD hosted a French delegati on: 
M. Cyrille Schweizer, head of internati onal and 

Europan cooperati on at FranceAgrimer, M. Lau-
rent  Mayoux, FranceAgrimer; M. Eric Serrano from 
French Insti tute for Grapes and Wine and M. Thier-
ry Fabian from the Nati onal Insti tute for Origin and 
Quality.

In collaborati on with the Ministry of Agriculture 
of France, the mission of delegati on was to identi -
fy areas of concrete cooperati on in the wine sector 
through  meeti ng with all actors involved in this 
fi eld  and exchanging informati on and percepti ons 
in the wine producti on sector.

A possible study tour to France is planned for CARD 
representati ves to set up future cooperati on.


